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responsible dog ownerñ

neuter your boxer.  

 

The problem is actually 

twofold. If all shelter dogs 

were happy and well -

balanced it would be 

much easier to place them 

in forever homes. Not 

only are there too many of   
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Dear Dave, 

My girlfriend wants me to 

get our male boxer neu-

tered.  I am less than 

thrilled at the idea.  How 

important is it really to 

spay and neuter? 

Steve, Collegeville  

 

Incredibly important!  

Every day 10,000 human 

babies are bornñwhile 

every day 70,000 puppies 

and kittens are born.  

When it comes down to it, 

there are just far too 

many dogs and cats for 

all of them to possibly 

find loving homes.  Spay-

ing and neutering is the 

best way to prevent this 

overpopulation.  Be a 

Training Corner: Dear Dave  

Every other Sunday this 

summer a group of dedi-

cated dog owners met at 

Perfect Pooch to allow 

their pups to socialize 

and get some much 

needed exercise. This was 

the first summer of the 

Perfect Pooch Organized 

Dog Park and it proved to 

be a success. While not 

just any dog was allowed 

to come and socialize due 

to their own aggression 

issues and the time con-

straints of the park, there 

were a multitude of own-

ers who never thought 

theyõd see the day when 

their dog could happily 

socialize. Those are the 

ones who left the park in 

awe that their pooch was 

finally able to òplay niceó 

in a pack. That was the 

point of the dog park. Not 

only to gather some dogs 

and people and let them 

all mingle, but to show 

owners that under the 

right circumstances 

nearly any dog can and 

ought to be social. Con-

gratulations and thanks 

for joining us!  Weõll pick 

up the dog parks again 

starting next summer 

most likely and we hope 

to see all of you and more 

next year!  

As for the Perfect Pooch 

Trickster class, we were 

thrilled with the turnout! 

Through the course of 6 

weekly classes Susie and 

Perry guided 6 owners 

and their dogs through 

everything from òpawó to 

òrolloveró and beyond! 

Using positive reinforce-

ment and clicker training 

the class was able to tar-

get the exact behaviors 

they wanted and really 

have some fun with their 

dogs. Some of the tricks 

learned included: paw, 

wave, sit up, paws up, say 

your prayers, back, turn 

left, turn right, jump over  
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Perfect Pooch Presents: 

The Pooch Post! 
Summer Events were Great Fun: 

Trick Class & Organized Dog Park  

 

Perfect Pooch Tricksters show off their certificates! 
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Training Refresher Tips:  

¶ Balance your dogõs life: Make 

him work (sit, down, etc.) for 

everything you give him (food, 

affection, play, etc.)  

¶ Exercise: The more the better! 

(Be sure to take your dogõs 

physical limitations into con-

sideration).  

¶ Always Follow Through: The 

most important thing you can 

do when training ñif you say 

it, make it happen!  



Fall/Winter Boarding: 

Holidays are Coming!  

Perfect Pooch Presents:  
The Pooch Post!  
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As the summer and the wet 

months come to a close, weõve re-

vamped the kennel with a good 

wash and some new additions.  

Beginning from the bottom up the 

floors, walls, and windows, and 

each kennel individually has been 

power washed. All surfaces and 

leash cubbies have been dusted 

and cleaned. The food cabinets are 

freshly painted, as are all of the 

cages. Weõve added new lights 

brightening the kennel for the 

winter months. Finally, Kevin has 

installed new doors on each of the 

kennels allowing the dogs to enter 

and exit more easily.  

Weõve also done a bit of work to the 

yard itself.  We have divided the 

space into smaller yards so that the 

pack is more manageable and hap-

pier. We now divide based on size 

and activity level, as well as of 

course aggression. High energy dogs 

get the front yard, low energy and 

older dogs get the back yard, and 

small dogs get a side yard. Any ag-

gressive cases we have at the mo-

ment get a pen either to themselves 

or to share with a select few other 

dogs from our own pack. Each yard 

has a shelter and of course access to 

water at all times, and all the yards 

are covered in gravel.  

Fall Cleaning & Kennel Updates  

Training Corner: Dear Dave  
(Contõd from Page 1) 

prevent against more dogs becoming 

disposable is to simply spay and neuter 

your dog. Adopt new pets from a shel-

ter and donõt breed your pooch unless 

youõve done the research 

on how to breed respon-

sibly.  Itõs not as simple 

as taking your cute 

golden retriever  and 

breeding her with your neighborõs 

golden who also seems to be a ònice 

dogó.  Itõs not even as simple as taking 

two well -bred goldens with stable 

bloodlines and assuming their puppies 

will be a culmination of perfection.  

Instead, letõs work with all the animals 

that are already looking for homes and 

teach people to be better dog owners 

before we bring even more dogs into the 

picture.  

If youõre looking to rescue a pooch, Per-

fect Pooch has worked with a few great 

rescues in the area: Philadelphia Ani-

mal Welfare Society (PAWS), Main 

Line Animal Rescue, and Adopt -A-

Boxer Rescue. Our goal is to help res-

cue dogs find a true forever home. We 

take some of the more difficult cases 

from shelters ñdogs on the fast track to 

euthanization ñand rehabilitate them 

so that they can live out the rest of 

their lives happily and comfortably.  

We also help adoptees to keep their 

new forever homes by training the dogs 

and teaching the owners how to best 

handle their new pets.  But the key to 

creating a more well -balanced, happier 

pet population starts with preventing 

overpopulation and lowering the 

amount of unwanted pets.  So save a 

lifeñspay and neuter your pets!  

them, but because of irresponsible dog 

owners and the simple overabundance 

of dogs, they become disposable. Pup-

pies are taken from their parents too 

early and miss criti-

cal stages of develop-

ment; adolescents 

are sent from shelter 

to foster home to 

permanent home and back to shelter 

again only to develop anxiety and other 

behavioral issues; and even purebreds 

are bred carelessly and develop behav-

ioral and physical issues rooted in ge-

netics. Not only are there too many 

dogs, but there are too many dogs with 

difficult, deep -seated problems that the 

average dog-lover may not be able to (or 

want to) handle.  

 

And the most simple, effective way to 

òThe key to a more well-balanced, 

happier pet population starts 

with preventing overpopulation .ó 

Things have certainly slowed down around 

here now that the summer is over but that 

doesnõt mean we shouldnõt be prepared for 

the holidays! If you know that youõll be go-

ing away over any of the fall and winter 

holidays and youõll need to board your dog, 

get your reservation in early. Thanksgiving, 

Christmas, and New Years all fill up 

quickly, as do many of the other fall and 

winter holidays.  

Donõt forget, your dog spends the majority 

of his day here outside, so if youõve got a 

short -coated dog pack him a sweater that 

you wonõt mind if it gets dirty. Dogs love to 

get dirty and roughhouse, especially in the 

cold weather! Also remember that our ken-

nel is climate controlled and will be kept 

nice and toasty this fall and winter.  

Note : We will be closed Nov 26 , Dec 25 , & 

Jan 1  for pick up, drop off, and daycare.  

Canõt wait to see your pup this fall! 



Owners: Chris and Sarah McSpiritt         

Full Name: Rudy           

Nicknames:  Rudy-Boo, Roo-Boo, Roo 

Age: 7 months  

Breed: Shiba Inu  

Where you got him: Right here in Montgomery 

County  

Favorite food: Cheese  

Favorite toy:  Whatever Rudy takes out of his toy basket is his favorite for 

about 10 minutes!  

If Rudy were a famous person, who would he be most like? Leonardo 

DiCaprio ñbecause his favorite game is Catch Me If You Can.   

One of his major dislikes: Baths, but he tolerates them  

Favorite activity/pastime: Long walks  

Quirky habit: Bowing at our feet in the morning (we didnõt train him to do it, but it sure is amus-

ing!)  

Your favorite story to tell about Rudy: When Rudy was four months old, he went on his first 

big adventure: a trip to the Boston area, where Sarahõs parents live. He met the whole family and 

enjoyed being a spoiled ògrandpuppyó for a few days. The highlight of the trip was Rudyõs day at 

the beach. Shibas generally dislike water (he screamed the first time we bathed him). We were pleasantly surprised when 

Rudy pranced right in and started chasing bubbles. Soon the harbormaster pulled up in his SUV. òThatõs not Rex,ó he said. Uh

-oh. He had figured it out: we had a dog permit for the beach, but it belonged to the family Husky. òWhat breed is he? My wife 

would love this dog!ó Then he got out his cell phone and asked if he could take Rudyõs picture.  

Why do you love bringing Rudy to daycare? We bring Rudy to daycare because we love seeing how happy he is to be part 

of the packñnot to mention how tired he is after a full day of playing. Rudy started his training at Perfect Pooch when he was 

just 14 weeks old, so itõs really a second home to him. Weõre happy knowing heõs comfortable, safe, and supervised. As an 

added bonus, we know Rudyõs training is reinforced at daycare. The only thing better than a happy puppy is a happy, well-

behaved puppy!  

 

and they seemed so much happier with 

having established behavioral guide-

lines; like children.  

Jump to 2009.  Many years passed and 

I found myself living alone with the 

dogs.  Their obedience deteriorated 

because of our/my failure to maintain 

basic discipline after their initial train-

ing.  The only one who I could fault was 

myself.  

There came a point that it was obvious 

that they needed to be retrained, not 

unlike many of us who are provided 

with periodic refresher training in our 

respective occupations.  And thatõs 

when I took them back to Perfect Pooch 

where Dave and his staff got them to  
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When we first got our rescue Pitt Bull 

Terriers we knew that they were pack 

animals like any other 

breed of dogs.  We 

also knew that there 

had to be a leader of 

the pack and that it 

had to be a human.  

We first entered them 

into a training class at 

our local Pets Mart.  

It didnõt take too long 

before we became 

completely dissatis-

fied with the training 

regime that was pro-

vided and no matter 

how hard that we 

tried to duplicate it at home it just did-

nõt work.  Shortly thereafter, my wife 

was referred to Perfect Pooch to learn 

basic obedience training.  

We dropped them off one 

weekend and picked them up 

the next.  The transition was 

remarkable.  It was like they 

had spent a week at Paris 

Island for Marine Boot 

Camp. 

Both of them sat at attention 

was we approached; their 

tails were wagging and were 

so happy to see us but the 

never left their sit command.  

Once at home, it was as if we 

had two completely different 

animals living in our home.  

It was amazing how well -behaved they 

had become in just 5 days of training 

Pooch Profile: Rudy  

Success Story: Freddy & Pebbles Return to òBoot Campó 
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ƹ Rudy as an adorable puppy (Top), 
showing bigger dogs how tough he is 
(Middle), looking for a kiss from Matisse 
as an adult (Bottom)Ƹ. 

 

Freddy & Pebbles today. 


